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dener as well as the naturalist. Close by is the racecourse,
three miles round, with galloping-ground of green turf that
never withers even under the hottest sun.

Being now answerable for the local Government of Calcutta
I had to examine the place carefully, and found it much
changed for the better from the Calcutta of 1847, which has
been briefly described in the previous chapter II.

The long line of villas on the bank of the Hughli, so
famous in Anglo-Indian history as " Garden reach," was indeed
spoiled because the ex-King of Oudh, with Ms motley host of
retainers, had been allowed to take up his residence there. In
every other direction, however, the city was marvellously im-
proved. Instead of the unwholesome water from tanks and
wells, there was a fine supply conducted by pipes from filtering
beds fifteen miles distant. The open pestiferous drains were
being gradually replaced by closed sewers underground, and
masses of sewage were pumped daily by machinery into
channels leading to a distance. The health of the dwellers in
the city and the sailors in the port was improved in a pro-
portionate degree; and cholera, though occasionally appearing,
was no longer endemic. Jetties, landing-places and ware-
houses were being constructed along the river-bank for the
accommodation of the trade, and chain moorings had been
provided for the vessels. A handsome commodious Sailors'
Home had been provided. A broad roadway was being
arranged across the Hughli by pontoons from Calcutta to
Houra on the opposite bank, which was becoming to the
capital what Birkenhead is to Liverpool. In the outskirts of
the city many factories with their tall chimneys were springing
up for the manufacture of jute fibre. Public structures, court-
houses, or rather palaces of justice, postal and telegraphic head-
quarters, museums, colleges, university halls, market-places, had
been or were being built in every direction. Statues of states-
men and generals had been erected in conspicuous places. The
Eden gardens were artistically laid out with serpentine water,
carved pagodas and tropical plants.

The constitution of the Calcutta municipality was at this